
 

 

 

 

 

Stock Water Tanks and Troughs are Better 
If you are a livestock producer, then ensuring 
quality water for your stock is of high 
priority. Research shows that cattle 
provided with fresher water will drink 
more, eat more and ultimately gain weight 
more quickly. 

Dams are often a main source of water for 
livestock. They can be a great way of 
capturing and storing water but need to be 
properly built and maintained. Since they 
are open, they are prone to contamination 
from stormwater run-off and livestock 
entering the water. They can also experience high evaporative losses during Summer that 
results in poorer quality water. 

Given this, restricting stock access into water sources helps to maintain a good quality of 
water, and prolongs the usage life of the dam or stream. During times of water abundance 
and hotter and windier weather where water can quickly evaporate, rainwater can be stored 
in stock water tanks for dryer seasons as predicted by the Bureau of Meteorology. 

Two Canadian studies, Williams et al. in 2002 and Lardner et. al. in 2005, revealed a clear link 
between water quality and cattle weight gain. That is, increase water quality lead to 
increased weight gain in stock. This is mostly attributed to the palatability of the water, which 
encouraged the cattle to drink more, enabling them to eat greater amounts of feed. This lead 
to the cattle with cleaner water gaining more weight. 

Taking the Water to Livestock 

It was also found that when dam water was pumped to a trough, cattle gained more weight 
suggesting that cattle might prefer to drink from a trough and avoid entering a dam. So 
rather than letting stock drink direct from dammed surface water, it would be better to give 
stock direct access by piping the water tolivestock troughs. 

While it might be more costly to setup a stock water system, transporting water around a 
farm through a reticulation system improves production. Once a suitable watering system is 
in place, you can also match your grazing system with the drinking needs of your stock 
according to the season and the amount of feed provided. 
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Key Benefits of Reticulating Water to Troughs 

• Providing water to stock in a trough improves water quality, since livestock are not 
entering their drinking water. 

• Studies show stock prefer to drink out of a trough as the water is cleaner, more 
palatable and usually easier to access. 

• When stock drink more water, they eat more food which leads to higher weight gains. 

• Reticulating water throughout the farm and to troughs, allows pasture utilisation to be 
better managed and used for improved grazing. 

Clark Tanks manufactures a comprehensive range of farm products including stock water 
tanks and poly water troughs. 

 

 

If you have found this article helpful, contact Clark Tanks to discuss your needs. 
Phone: 1800 252 758   Website: www.clarktanks.com.au  
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Clark Tanks is the country’s premier brand of polymer rainwater tanks. Manufacturing since 1997, Clark Tanks
are designed and built to last in tough Australian conditions. As an Australian owned and operated company,
Clark Tanks is committed to providing quality products designed to meet the needs of rural and residential
Australia.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: The information in this document is general and provided solely on the basis that users will take responsibility for 
verifying the accuracy, currency and completeness of all relevant representations, statements and information. No user 
should act on the basis of any matter contained in this publication without considering and, if necessary, taking appropriate 
professional advice upon his or her own particular circumstances. 

While Clark Tanks tries to ensure that the content and information is accurate, adequate or complete, it does not represent or 
warrant its accuracy, adequacy or completeness. Clark Tanks and any associates are not responsible for any loss suffered as a 
result of or in relation to the use of this information. To the extent permitted by law, Clark Tanks excludes any liability, 
including any liability for negligence, for any loss, including indirect or consequential damages arising from or in relation to 
the use of this information. 

 

This article by Clark Tanks is licensed under a  
Creative Commons Attribution-NoDerivs 3.0 Australia license. 

You are free to copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format under the following conditions: 

1. Attribution – You must give credit to Clark Tanks, provide a link to the Web version of this article or to 
http://www.clarktanks.com.au/, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made. You may do so in any 
reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. 

2. No Derivative Works – If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you may not distribute the modified material. 
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