
How to Choose a Water Tank Colour to Suit Your Home 
or Shed 
Once you have decided upon the material type of rainwater tank that you will purchase, then 
you will need to decide upon the capacity size, shape and colour. 

What water tank colours are available? 

While steel water tanks are often limited to a steel finish, perhaps in different textures, other 
materials such as AQUAPLATE® and poly water tanks support a range of colours. Many 
manufacturers provide a range of COLORBOND® colours to select from. 

Water tanks made from polyethylene allow for the widest range of colours, meaning you can 
more easily complement your shed, house, gardens or the immediate environment. 

Can the colour of the tank effect the water? 

There are also practical reasons for choosing a certain water tank colour. Darker coloured 
tanks will absorb more heat from the Sun, which in turn means your rainwater will be warm 
or hot. This will be especially true if your water tank won’t be sheltered from the Sun. This 
could be a benefit, or if you will drink your rainwater and prefer a cool and more refreshing 
taste then a lighter coloured tank might be more appropriate. 
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Can sunlight get into lighter coloured poly tanks? 

If light can get into your water tank it can cause algae to grow which can effect your water 
quality if you plan to drink it. 

However, the colour of the tank would not prevent sunlight from entering as much as the 
wall thickness. The Australian water tank standard AS/NZS 4766 sets guidelines for the 
minimum wall thickness for polyethylene tanks. If your tank is certified to this standard then 
light cannot penetrate the thick plastic and your water will be safe. 

Will my poly tank colour fade? 

Another concern is whether your tank colour will fade in the Sun. Poly storage tanks can have 
UV stabilisers added in the mix when a polyethylene tank is moulded. 

The use of stabiliser resin during the moulding process can inhibit or absorb the harmful UV 
light that would otherwise cause the plastic to fade. One way you can quickly tell if a tank is 
UV stabilised is by its finish – a tank with a high glossy shine is often UV stabilised whereas a 
tank with a matte finish is not. 

Is it safe to paint a poly water tank? 

It is also important to get the choice of colour right from the very beginning. Painting your 
tank will add additional expensive compared to getting your tank made in the correct colour. 
Keep in mind that some steel tanks require specific paints so as to not negatively react with 
the metal. Also many paints contain solvents and materials that can leak into the water 
supply, so paints and materials used in tanks must also comply with government standards 
for the storage of potable water. 

Clark Tanks provide 14 tank colours to choose from when ordering your rainwater tank. If you 
have found this article helpful, why not contact us today to discuss your needs. Send an 
enquiry to us via our website or call on 1800 252 758.  
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You get more out of a Clark Tank

Queensland
18304 Warrego Hwy Dalby QLD 4405
P (07) 4660 6800  F (07) 4669 8041

New South Wales
1 Cardiff Pl Bathurst NSW 2795
P (02) 6334 2720 F (02) 6334 2750

Victoria
2 Dawson St Moama NSW 2731 (Echuca VIC)
P (03) 5480 0900 F (03) 5480 0600

Contact us today for a FREE quote 1800 252 758

www.clarktanks.com.au

Clark Tanks is the country’s premier brand of polymer rainwater tanks. Manufacturing since 1997, Clark Tanks
are designed and built to last in tough Australian conditions. As an Australian owned and operated company,
Clark Tanks is committed to providing quality products designed to meet the needs of rural and residential
Australia.
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Disclaimer: The information in this document is general and provided solely on the basis that users will take responsibility for 
verifying the accuracy, currency and completeness of all relevant representations, statements and information. No user 
should act on the basis of any matter contained in this publication without considering and, if necessary, taking appropriate 
professional advice upon his or her own particular circumstances. 

While Clark Tanks tries to ensure that the content and information is accurate, adequate or complete, it does not represent or 
warrant its accuracy, adequacy or completeness. Clark Tanks and any associates are not responsible for any loss suffered as a 
result of or in relation to the use of this information. To the extent permitted by law, Clark Tanks excludes any liability, 
including any liability for negligence, for any loss, including indirect or consequential damages arising from or in relation to 
the use of this information. 

 

‘How to Choose a Water Tank Colour to Suit Your Home or Shed’ by Clark Tanks is licensed under a  
Creative Commons Attribution-NoDerivs 3.0 Australia license. 

You are free to copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format under the following conditions: 

1. Attribution – You must give credit to Clark Tanks, provide a link to the Web version of this article or to 
http://www.clarktanks.com.au/, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made. You may do so in any 
reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. 

2. No Derivative Works – If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you may not distribute the modified material. 
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