
Downpipe “First Flush” Rainwater Diverters 
Downpipe “first flush” water diverters help to prevent the initial run-off of roof rainwater 
entering your water tank. This first flush of rainwater often contains debris and leaves 
amongst other things. Installing a rainwater diverter helps to prevent such from flowing into 
your rainwater tank. 

Features and Benefits 

• Prevents undesirables from entering your water tank (e.g., sediment, droppings,
spiders, insects, mosquito eggs and debris).

• Improves water quality which helps to increase the lifetime of pumps and appliances.

• Very easy to install and maintain.

How Downpipe Water Diverters Work? 

1. Rain falls from the sky and runs down your roof and gutters

2. Water flows into the downpipe from your gutter and starts heading towards your tank.

3. Vertical PVC piping intersects your piping your gutter to your tank, which the initial
rainwater flows into a starts to fill.

4. A float ball valve located inside the vertical pipe starts to rise with the rainwater. Once
full, the ball value creates a seal at the top which prevents dirty rainwater escaping.

5. Clean rainwater continues flowing from your gutter, through the pipe, over the ball and
into your water tank.

6. A slow-release valve at the bottom of the vertical PVC piping releases the dirty water
over time. Alternatively, a drip irrigation system is sometimes fitted which leads to
your garden.

Should You Install a Rainwater Diverter? 

If keeping your rainwater as fresh as possible is important to you, then we highly recommend 
installing a rainwater diverter in addition to gutter strainers and/or leaf strainers. 

Water diverters will help to prevent any debris and pollutants on your roof and gutter from 
being washed straight into your tank. This will also help to reduce the sludge that would 
otherwise collect at the bottom of your tank and need cleaning out. 
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You get more out of a Clark Tank
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Contact us today for a FREE quote 1800 252 758

www.clarktanks.com.au

Clark Tanks is the country’s premier brand of polymer rainwater tanks. Manufacturing since 1997, Clark Tanks
are designed and built to last in tough Australian conditions. As an Australian owned and operated company,
Clark Tanks is committed to providing quality products designed to meet the needs of rural and residential
Australia.

Clark Tanks supply “first flush” downpipe water diverter kits. If interested, send an enquiry to 
us via our website or call on 1800 252 758.  

 

Web version (current):  
www.clarktanks.com.au/knowledge-base/downpipe-first-flush-rainwater-diverters   

If you found this helpful, visit our knowledge base for more articles:  
www.clarktanks.com.au/knowledge-base/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: The information in this document is general and provided solely on the basis that users will take responsibility for 
verifying the accuracy, currency and completeness of all relevant representations, statements and information. No user 
should act on the basis of any matter contained in this publication without considering and, if necessary, taking appropriate 
professional advice upon his or her own particular circumstances. 

While Clark Tanks tries to ensure that the content and information is accurate, adequate or complete, it does not represent or 
warrant its accuracy, adequacy or completeness. Clark Tanks and any associates are not responsible for any loss suffered as a 
result of or in relation to the use of this information. To the extent permitted by law, Clark Tanks excludes any liability, 
including any liability for negligence, for any loss, including indirect or consequential damages arising from or in relation to 
the use of this information. 

 

‘Downpipe “First Flush” Rainwater Diverters’ by Clark Tanks is licensed under a  
Creative Commons Attribution-NoDerivs 3.0 Australia license. 

You are free to copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format under the following conditions: 

1. Attribution – You must give credit to Clark Tanks, provide a link to the Web version of this article or to 
http://www.clarktanks.com.au/, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made. You may do so in any 
reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. 

2. No Derivative Works – If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you may not distribute the modified material. 
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