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Stormwater Detention Requirements for New Homes

When building a new home there might be local regulations that require you to detain
stormwater. In a related article, we explored stormwater detention and why it is done. This
article will help you to work out whether you need to detain stormwater and provide general
requirements for new homes.

Do You Need to Detain Stormwater?

Whether you need to detain stormwater and to what extent depends upon the location of
your property. If your property is in an area prone to flooding during downpours, then you
will likely need to detain water to help with managing stormwater runoff in your area.

Sometimes stormwater detention requirements need to be met when simply installing a
rainwater tank. So, prior to having your tank installed it is a good idea to know exactly what
Is required of your property location.

To find out whether you need to detain water, you should contact your local council. Your
builder should also know council requirements and be able to inform you.

Stormwater Detention Requirements

When it comes to detaining stormwater in your tank, and by this we mean storing water
runoff which is slowly released into your stormwater drainage, there will obviously be a
certain amount of water you are required to detain.

Councils normally provide a table outlining detention requirements, or an formula of some
sort. The amount of stormwater detention required will vary based upon different factors.
While council requirements differ, they normally they factor in:

« Development type - commercial or residential development

« Property size - the surface space of your property and specific areas required to detain
stormwater (for example, dwellings proposed on allotments under 500m?)

« Roof of hard surface area - the area of hard surfaces on your property, normally can
only be up to a certain percentage. Since rainwater obviously can’t penetrate hard
surfaces, so such can cause problems in very built up area with insufficient drainage.


https://www.clarktanks.com.au/knowledge-base/what-is-stormwater-detention-and-why-detain-stormwater/
http://www.clarktanks.com.au/

Minimum percentage of roof area - to be directed to your detention system and/or
maximum outflow (for example, a minimum of 60% of your roof area is directed to
your stormwater detention system with a maximum outflow rate of 3 litres per
second).

Additional detention requirements sometimes exists for developments that have many hard
surfaces such as shared driveways and large parking areas.

To provide an example of stormwater detention requirements, Campbelltown City Council

state:

Council’s stormwater detention requirements apply to awellings proposed on
allotments under 500 square metres in area.

Each awelling must detain a minimum of 2000 litres (2 cubic metres) of stormwater
from the roof area of each awelling. A minimum of 60% of the roof area of each
awelling must be directed through the detention system, with a maximum outflow rate
of 3 litres per second.

In developments with large amounts of hard surfaces (such as shared driveways and
parking areas), additional detention for those surfaces may also be required.

It is important to know your local council’s specific stormwater detention requirements so
that whoever is doing your structural drawings can account for it.

If you need a water storage tank fitted for harvesting water or stormwater detention, talk to
our expert team at Clark Tanks.

Web version (current):
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Visit our knowledge base for more articles:
https://www.clarktanks.com.au/knowledge-base

Clark Tanks is committed to providing quality tanks and products designed to meet the
needs of Australian home owners, farmers and industries. When you invest in a proaduct to
do an important job, you want to know your investment Is a good one. Our friendly staff

are happy to aavise and provide a competitive solution that meets your needs.
Phone: 1800 252 758 Website: www.clarktanks.com.au
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Disclaimer: The information in this document is general and provided solely on the basis that users will take responsibility for
verifying the accuracy, currency and completeness of all relevant representations, statements and information. No user
should act on the basis of any matter contained in this publication without considering and, if necessary, taking appropriate
professional advice upon his or her own particular circumstances.

While Clark Tanks tries to ensure that the content and information is accurate, adequate or complete, it does not represent or
warrant its accuracy, adequacy or completeness. Clark Tanks and any associates are not responsible for any loss suffered as a
result of or in relation to the use of this information. To the extent permitted by law, Clark Tanks excludes any liability,

including any liability for negligence, for any loss, including indirect or consequential damages arising from or in relation to
the use of this information.

This article by Clark Tanks is licensed under a
Creative Commons Attribution-NoDerivs 3.0 Australia license.

You are free to copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format under the following conditions.

1. Attribution - You must give credit to Clark Tanks, provide a link to the Web version of this article or to
https.//www.clarktanks.com.au/, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made. You may do so in any
reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use.

2. No Derivative Works - If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you may not distribute the modified material.

CLARK You gel more out of a Clark Tank

@ Clark Tanks is the country’s premier brand of polymer rainwater tanks. Manufacturing since 1997, Clark Tanks

- are designed and built to last in tough Australian conditions. As an Australian owned and operated company, Clark
TAN I(S Tanks is committed to providing quality products designed to meet the needs of rural and residential Australia.

FAR BETTER BY DESIGN
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